
 

 

 
1st  

First Isn’t Always Best 

Standards:  

Goal: Students will understand the importance of taking turns and have a deeper 

understanding of the fairness pillar. 

Materials: 

¶ Book: Me First by Helen Lester Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtBAwjyXFfY 

¶ Copies of Writing page 

¶ Copies of Pig Template for each student.  

¶ Pink Construction Paper 

¶ Writing Utensil 

Procedure:  

DQ2: Intro/Review/Engage: Ask students what they know about the pillar of fairness. You will get varied responses. Tell 

them that today they are going to be learning that the pillar of fairness also means to take turns. 

DQ2: Direct Instruction: Read the story, "Me First" by Helen Lester. Throughout the story ask comprehension questions 

such as: 

What words were used to describe Pinkerton? 

Can you make a connection to a time when you said "Me First"? 

How do you think the other characters felt when Pinkerton was always first? 

How did Pinkerton change from the beginning to the end of the story?  

What do you think this author was trying to teach us in this story? 

What was the setting of the story? 

Who were the main characters in the story? 

What happened at the beginning, middle and end of the story? 

DQ2: Shared Practice: After reading the story, brainstorm a list of ways that students can take turns at school or home 

with another person.  Chart responses as a a reference throughout the year.  

DQ3,4: Independent Practice: Using the writing paper provided in the attachment below, have students tell about a time 

when they took turns with someone. If you have students unable to write, you can have them draw a picture of 

themselves taking turns with someone else. Once students have finished the writing piece, they can create the pig craft 

using the template provided.  

Extension Activity: 

 

Reflection 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtBAwjyXFfY


  



  



  



  



  



 


